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Downtown Oakland Speci�c Plan

After delays, including those due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Downtown Oakland
Speci�c Plan (DOSP) continues to advance. The following summarizes the current
project status.

In summary, staff are revising the DOSP in response to public comments received in late
2019 on the Draft Plan and to address the changing economic and social conditions as a
result of the global health crisis and its corresponding impacts. The City anticipates
adoption of the DOSP with these responsive changes at the end of 2021.

Howard Terminal Alternative in the Public Review Draft Plan
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The proposed Oakland A’s Waterfront Ballpark District at Howard Terminal is not
included in the DOSP Area. The 2019 Public Review Draft Plan included a Transformative
Opportunity Area adjacent to Howard Terminal with an intensity map alternative which
considered modifying portions of the industrial area north of Howard Terminal to allow
mixed-use development in the event that the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District at
Howard Terminal is approved and pursued. This element of the Public Review Draft Plan
has been removed from the Final Draft Plan and will no longer be considered. The Final
Draft Plan when released will retain the current industrial/heavy commercial General
Plan designations for properties within the Howard Terminal Intensity Alternative area, as
well as expanding the light industrial designation one block further east from Martin
Luther King, Jr. Way to Jefferson Street between Embarcadero and Fourth Street.

Zoning and Incentive Program for Community Bene�ts

Staff are updating the zoning ordinance within the Downtown Oakland Speci�c Plan
boundaries as an initial step towards implementing the DOSP. The revised zoning
ordinance and the DOSP will be adopted concurrently. The zoning update will address
the changing nature of retail, establish and regulate priority areas for arts and cultural
uses as well as for historic areas, and revise design and intensity regulations.

The revised zoning ordinance will increase development capacity for projects that
participate in a Zoning Incentive Program, which shall be a voluntary initiative whereby
increased development potential on a site will be permitted in exchange for providing
additional community bene�ts, such as affordable housing or commercial space with
reduced rent for nonpro�ts, arts organizations, local businesses at risk of displacement,
and homeless services.

For more information about the Zoning Incentive Program, read the initial draft program
recommendations. The draft zoning update, which will include the Zoning Incentive
Program, will be available later in 2021. Oaklanders will have an opportunity to review and
provide feedback on all aspects of the draft zoning update before it is revised and
brought to the Planning Commission and City Council for adoption.

Housing Strategy

In response to Oakland's ongoing extreme housing needs, exacerbated further by the
pandemic, the City is beginning to implement several urgent DOSP housing actions
prior to the Plan's adoption to develop a focused strategy for housing funding before
new development occurs under the adopted DOSP. The City will base this strategy on a
study that analyzes housing funding options, including a supplemental impact fee, an
inclusionary housing requirement, and an Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District
(EIFD).
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The study, beginning in early 2021, will incorporate the �ve-year update of all citywide
impact fees. It will also assess funding speci�c to the downtown, where more intense
development, facilitated in part by the DOSP, will create additional opportunity, as well
as additional need.

Community Advisory Group

The DOSP Community Advisory Group (CAG) has met during the period since the last
public review of the Draft Plan and has provided input on the issues addressed in this
update. Materials from these meetings are available on the DOSP website under Past
Meetings. Please let us know at the email below whether you would like to be noti�ed of
upcoming CAG meetings.

Downtown Oakland Speci�c Plan Contact Information

E-mail: plandowntownoakland@oaklandca.gov

Phone: (510) 238-2166 

News & Updates

Events

Meetings

City Of�cials

Boards & Commissions

Staff Directory

Departments

Services

Resources

Documents

Topics

Projects

City Jobs

Oakland Library

Visit Oakland

Oakland Museum

OAK Apps

Open Data

ADA Policies in the City of Oakland

Civil Rights Policies & Procedures

Políticas de derechos civiles y Procedimientos

民權政策與程序

Whistleblower Program

For Maintenance Requests  
311 or 510-615-5566  
Relay Service 711

Oakland City Hall  
1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza  
Oakland, CA 94612

Search

 

AR 0087964

https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/past-meetings-1
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/past-meetings-1
https://www.oaklandca.gov/departments/media-center
https://www.oaklandca.gov/departments/media-center
https://www.oaklandca.gov/events
https://www.oaklandca.gov/events
https://www.oaklandca.gov/meetings
https://www.oaklandca.gov/meetings
https://www.oaklandca.gov/officials
https://www.oaklandca.gov/officials
https://www.oaklandca.gov/boards-commissions
https://www.oaklandca.gov/boards-commissions
https://www.oaklandca.gov/staff
https://www.oaklandca.gov/staff
https://www.oaklandca.gov/departments
https://www.oaklandca.gov/departments
https://www.oaklandca.gov/services
https://www.oaklandca.gov/services
https://www.oaklandca.gov/resources
https://www.oaklandca.gov/resources
https://www.oaklandca.gov/documents
https://www.oaklandca.gov/documents
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics
https://www.oaklandca.gov/projects
https://www.oaklandca.gov/projects
https://www.oaklandca.gov/services/apply-for-city-of-oakland-and-port-of-oakland-jobs
https://www.oaklandca.gov/services/apply-for-city-of-oakland-and-port-of-oakland-jobs
https://www.oaklandlibrary.org/
https://www.oaklandlibrary.org/
https://www.visitoakland.com/
https://www.visitoakland.com/
http://museumca.org/
http://museumca.org/
https://apps.oaklandca.gov/oakapps/
https://apps.oaklandca.gov/oakapps/
https://data.oaklandca.gov/
https://data.oaklandca.gov/
https://www.oaklandca.gov/resources/city-of-oakland-americans-with-disabilities-act-ada-policies
https://www.oaklandca.gov/resources/city-of-oakland-americans-with-disabilities-act-ada-policies
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/civil-rights-access
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/civil-rights-access
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/civil-rights-access
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/civil-rights-access
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/civil-rights-access
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/civil-rights-access
https://www.oaklandauditor.com/whistleblower/
https://www.oaklandauditor.com/whistleblower/
tel:510-615-5566
tel:510-615-5566
https://www.oaklandca.gov/
https://www.oaklandca.gov/


11/9/21, 4:22 PM City of Oakland | Downtown Oakland Specific Plan Update

https://www.oaklandca.gov/news/2021/downtown-oakland-specific-plan-update 4/4

#OaklandLoveLife © 2021 City of Oakland

Search

 

AR 0087965

https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/oaklandlovelife
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/oaklandlovelife
https://www.facebook.com/oakland/
https://www.facebook.com/oakland/
https://www.twitter.com/oakland
https://www.twitter.com/oakland
https://www.instagram.com/oakland
https://www.instagram.com/oakland
https://www.oaklandca.gov/
https://www.oaklandca.gov/



